Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 12, 2017

The Honorable Michael E. Horowitz
Inspector General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Inspector General Horowitz:

President Trump’s abrupt firing of Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director James
Comey, the man charged with investigating the Trump campaign’s alleged collusion with
Russian agents to disrupt the 2016 presidential election, raises concerns of possible
political interference by the sitting President into our nation’s most sensitive criminal
investigation. That Mr. Comey’s termination occurred just days after he reportedly
requested more resources from the De lpartment of Justice to further pursue that
investigation is particularly troubling.

Further, the justification for Mr. Comey’s termination—that Mr. Comey had violated
Department of Justice protocol in a way that was unfair to former Secretary Clinton—
directly contradicts countless prior public proclamations made by Attorney General Jeff
Sessions (“He had an absolute duty, in my opinion, eleven days or not, to come forward
with the new information.”?) and the Presndent (“It took a lot of guts...I tell you what,
what he did, he brought back his reputation.™).

Notably, in his decision to fire Mr. Comey, the President claims to have relied on a
recommendation from Attorney General Sessions. Mr. Sessions is himself recused from
the Russia investigation, in part because he provided false testimony in his Senate
confirmation hearing regarding his own communications with Russian officials while
serving as an advisor to the Trump campaign. Mr. Sessions’s participation in this matter
appears wholly inappropriate and raises further concerns of possible political
interference.
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Contrary to the rationale for Mr. Comey’s termination provided by the Administration,
according to the Washington Post, which reported on the private accounts of more than
30 officials in the administration and Congress, “Trump was angry that Comey would not
support his baseless claim that President Barack Obama had his campaign offices
wiretapped. Trump was frustrated when Comey revealed in Senate testimony the breadth
of the counterintelligence investigation into Russia’s effort to sway the 2016 U.S.
presidential election. And he fumed that Comey was giving too much attention to the
Russia probe and not enough to investigating leaks to journalists.”

The Attorney General’s recommendation and the President’s decision to remove Mr.
Comey in the midst of the FBI’s most sensitive criminal investigation threatens the
integrity of the Department of Justice and poses grave injury to the rule of law.
Yesterday, the President told NBC News that he asked Mr. Comey if he was under
investigation while he was actively considering whether or not to retain Mr. Comey as
FBI director, a question that in itself undermines the FBI’s independence.®

The Office of the Inspector General is uniquely situated to defend the Department of
Justice and the American people from this threat. For that reason, we request that you
open an inquiry into whether there was political interference with the FBI’s investigation
into the Trump campaign’s alleged collusion with Russian agents to disrupt the 2016
presidential election.

We ask that this inquiry include but not be limited to:
1. The provision of resources for the investigation, including efforts by the President
and Attorney General to allocate resources based on unsubstantiated claims of

wiretapping;

2. The intent and impact of Mr. Comey’s termination, including any inconsistencies
with the publicly offered rationale;

3. The role of the Attorney General in that termination contrary to his recusal;

4. The timing of the termination, occurring, as it did, just days after Mr. Comey was
reported to have requested additional resources for his investigation; and

5. Whether any actions of the Department of Justice and the White House in this
matter fell outside regular protocol or constituted political interference in an

* Inside Trump’s anger and impatience — and his sudden decision to fire Comey, Washington Post (May 10,
2017) (https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/how-trumps-anger-and-impatience-prompted-him-to-fire-
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ongoing investigation, including whether or not Mr. Comey informed the
President “on three separate occasions” that he was not under investigation.”

We thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

Gary C. Pe Thomas R. Carper
United States Senator United States Senator

amala D. Harris
United States Senator

United States Senator
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