
Peters priorities in the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill 

include: 

• Funding for a Manned/Unmanned Tactical Vehicle Lab at the Army Ground

Vehicle Systems Center in Warren, Michigan: Would provide $2.4 million to support

the construction of a facility for a tactical vehicle laboratory as part of the Army’s

strategic plan to provide a safer, more capable, and efficient warfighter.

• Funding to support the construction of a Ground Transport Equipment Building at

the Detroit Arsenal: Would provide $72 million to support the construction of a new

building to provide research and development (R&D) laboratory space to support the

advanced tactical and combat system mission functions. This follows Peters securing

$2.5 million last year to help advance and complete the Mound Road/Detroit Arsenal

Connector Project, which is a corridor that is home not only to the Detroit Arsenal but

General Motors Tech Center, BAE Systems, General Dynamics Land Systems, as well as

Stellantis and Ford Plants.

• Funding to support construction of two organic supply buildings at Battle Creek

Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center (MCRC): Would provide approximately $24

million to construct two new buildings and a vehicle wash platform, in support of the

active duty personnel and drilling reserve personnel assigned to MCRC Battle Creek.

• Funding for VA medical care and to support women veterans: Would provide

resources for medical services, medical community care, and medical facilities –including

to support women veterans health care and to strengthen the VA’s caregiver program,

which Peters has long advocated for, including through legislation he led that was signed

into law to strengthen transparency and communication for veterans and caregivers

participating in the program.

• Funding for the VA State Veterans Home Construction Grant Program: Would

provide funding to allow states to make critical facility upgrades or construct new

facilities to serve aging veteran populations at State Veterans Homes, which is funding

Peters has consistently advocated for.

• Funding for VA medical research: Would fund research to advance efforts related to

Traumatic Brain Injury, PFAS exposure, and veterans with deployment-related

respiratory disease to continue efforts to identify non-invasive, FDA approved screening

technologies that save veterans from invasive procedures.

• Funding to support veteran mental health services and suicide prevention

efforts: Would support various VA mental health initiatives and suicide prevention

outreach efforts, including the Veterans Crisis Line, Suicide Prevention Coordinators and
improvements to depression treatment.
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• Language allowing VA doctors to discuss medical cannabis with patients: Would

remove the policy that prohibits VA doctors from recommending medical marijuana to

patients in states where it is legal.

Peters priorities in the Transportation-Housing Appropriations bill include: 

• Advancing automotive and AV safety and innovation: Includes measures that are

important for auto safety and innovation and would create a pathway for the safe

development and development of autonomous vehicle (AV) technology. One Peters-led

measure would require the National Highway and Traffic Safety Administration

(NHTSA) to finalize their expected proposed rulemaking within six months to develop a

regulatory frame around AV development and deployment. It also would provide funding

for the Office of Automation Safety at NHTSA to help accelerate the safe deployment of

AVs by having dedicated staff to develop and set safety standards. Another Peters-led

measure would direct NHTSA to create partnerships with public, private and non-profit

partners to increase recall awareness and completion rates—and to reduce the number of

vehicles with unrepaired recalls. This would help make our roads safer by removing

vehicles that have safety-related defects. For more on the measures secured that bolster

auto safety and innovation, click here.

• Assistance for airports to transition away from PFAS firefighting foam: Would

incentivize airports to quickly transition away from using toxic PFAS firefighting foam

by offering additional resources to airports that do so. Experts estimate that airports will

be spending approximately $30,000 for setup and $30,000 per foam truck to safely clean

their existing systems of PFAS containing foams. The transition away from PFAS in

firefighting foam is important to public health and safety , and FAA needs to plan to

make that transition swiftly, including by offering additional resources to airports.

Michigan airports could benefit from an agency-wide effort to incentivize and fund

transition away from PFAS firefighting foam. This provision builds on Peters leading and

enacting into law a provision in the 2018 FAA reauthorization allowing airports to phase

out the use of firefighting foams that contain PFAS or similar fluorinated chemicals.

Earlier this year, Peters urged the FAA to expedite a plan to transition to firefighting

foams that do not contain PFAS. It also comes after Peters’ bipartisan legislation signed

into law in December 2022 to reduce the spread of PFAS chemicals at airports by

allowing airports increased access to testing devices that limit exposure to these

chemicals.

• Funding for an I-75 overbuild in Detroit: Would provide $1,879,000 for the City of

Detroit to advance the I-75 overbuild project. The project would create a nearly 5 acre

cover over I-75 near Cass Corridor that would connect the community to downtown.
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• Funding to support the renovation of Beecher High School in Flint: Would provide

$2 million to support the renovation, remodeling, and reopening of a new Beecher High

School building in Flint to improve facilities and opportunities for students.

  • Funding to replace the Capital Region International Airport’s terminal: Would
 provide $8.1 million for architectural and engineering services to replace an over 60-

year-old terminal to improve functionality at the Capital Region International Airport in

Lansing.

 • Funding to support infrastructure improvements in Saginaw: Would provide $1.2

million for infrastructure improvements, equipment purchases, and technology
 enhancements to improve capacity, safety, and service at Saginaw Transit Authority

 Regional Services, improving transit services for local residents who rely on them every

day.

 • Funding to revitalize downtown Pontiac: Would provide $2 million to support the
 acquisition and redevelopment of vacant and underutilized property in downtown Pontiac

to turn into a public gathering space.

 • Funding for a new facility for Delta Schoolcraft’s Career and Technical
 Center: Would provide $1.4 million for a new facility for Delta Schoolcraft Intermediate

School District’s Career and Technical Center to expand workforce development

programs for students.

 • Funding for Muskegon Public Schools to create a Career Exploration
 Center: Would provide $2 million to support creation of a grade 6 through 10 Career

Exploration Center for Muskegon Public Schools students, enabling a workforce

development program to offer skills training and job placement in careers in

manufacturing, skilled trades, health care and information technology.

 • Funding to replace bridges in Midland and Detroit: Would provide $2,290,000 to
 support the Michigan Department of Transportation’s replacement of the Lemay Street

bridge over I-94 in Detroit and the bridge M-30 over US10 in Midland.

 • Funding to help address housing shortage in Portage: Would provide $1 million to
 develop workforce housing units in support of the City of Portage’s efforts to address a

local housing shortage.

  • Funding to expand transit options in Calhoun County: Would provide $1.5 million

for the City of Battle Creek to expand county-wide transit options in Calhoun County.

  • Funding to prevent flooding at the Bay City Airport: Would provide $290,000 for
 improvements to the James Clements Airport's stormwater pump station in Bay City to

prevent flooding.
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• Funding to replace the Davis Street Bridge in Utica: Would provide $728,000 to go

toward the replacement of the Davis Street Pedestrian Bridge on the Iron Belle Trail near

its intersection with M-59.

• Funding for City of Dearborn housing quality improvement initiative: Would

provide $1.5 million for housing improvements in high-poverty areas of Dearborn that

have faced consistent issues with flooding and resulting property damage.

• Funding to reconstruct alleyways in Hamtramck: Would provide $965,000 to

reconstruct 20 alleyways in Hamtramck to improve transportation options.

• Funding for affordable housing for the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and

Chippewa Indians: Would provide $1 million to support affordable housing units for the

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians tribal members and their families.

• Funding to improve port infrastructure along the Great Lakes: Would provide

funding for the Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP), which awards grants to

improve port infrastructure and facilities on the coasts and along the Great Lakes

– facilitating economic growth, improving safety, addressing climate change, and

improving efficiency of supply chains. PIDP grants are a critical source of federal

assistance to reconstruct docks, improve road and rail access, expand storage capacity,

and modernize cargo handling equipment. Peters has been a strong advocate for the Port

Infrastructure Development Program. The bill would also provide funding for State

Maritime Academies, which Peters has long supported.

• Funding for the Federal Aviation Administration: Would provide funding for FAA

operations, which will allow the FAA to continue its air traffic controller hiring surge by

adding 1,800 new controllers, improve the condition and reliability of critical IT and

telecommunications legacy systems, continue to improve aircraft certification, and

accelerate the deployment of new entrants into the national airspace. The bill would also

provide funding for FAA facilities and equipment and data programs, which would

improve the efficiency of air traffic control and lead to fewer flight delays.

• Funding for the Airport Improvement Program: Would provide necessary funding for

the Airport Improvement Program, which supports aviation infrastructure at airports

across the country, including in Michigan. The state is home to 18 commercial service

airports and more than 80 general aviation airports in Michigan. Funds from this

program, supplemented by state and local funds, are critical to the ongoing safety and

efficiency of Michigan’s aviation system. AIP grants provide funding for projects that

include runway pavement upgrades and rehabilitation, approach protection and

obstruction mitigation, lighting improvements, navigation aids, and many other critical

safety improvements that support a vibrant Michigan aviation industry.

• Funding for small and rural airports in Michigan and across the country: Would

provide necessary funding to support the continued success of the Essential Air Service

(EAS), a federal grant program that incentivizes airlines to fly to small, rural and

underserved communities. This program benefits communities that otherwise would not
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receive any scheduled air service—and is important for travelers, economic development 

and local economies. Michigan has nine communities eligible for the Essential Air 

Service program: Alpena, Escanaba, Hancock/Houghton, Iron Mountain/Kingsford; 

Ironwood, Manistee/Ludington, Muskegon, Pellston and Sault Ste. Marie. 

• Promoting Women in Aviation: Would require further study of the Federal Aviation

Administration’s Women in Aviation Committee’s findings. This builds on Peters’

bipartisan bill to promote women in aviation by extending the lifespan of the Women in

Aviation Advisory Committee in the FAA to make recommendations about strengthening

the national aviation workforce by improving recruitment, retention, and promotion of

women. This would help strengthen the aviation workforce at-large as well as address

pilot shortage challenges. Women continue to be underrepresented in the aviation field,

where they currently make up less than 12 percent of aerospace engineers, less than 10

percent of licensed pilots and less than 3 percent of maintenance technicians.

• Funding for highways and bridges: The bill would provide funding for federal

highways, consistent with the bipartisan infrastructure law that Peters helped enact. This

includes funding for bridges and other critical programs.

• Funding for rail infrastructure and safety: Would provide funding for the Federal

Railroad Administration (FRA), including increased funds for their safety and operations

budget in light of the toxic train derailment in East Palestine, Ohio. The bill would also

provide funding for the Federal Rail Administration’s Consolidated Rail Infrastructure

and Safety Improvements grants program for rail infrastructure updates to address safety

and efficiency needs. These grants help address congestion challenges and infrastructure-

in-need-of-maintenance that affect both our national freight rail system as well as our

passenger rail system. Peters, as a member of the Senate Commerce Committee, helped

advance bipartisan rail safety legislation earlier this year. The bill would also provide

funding for the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Administration’s (PHMSA) emergency

preparedness grants and require the agency to conduct research to improve the

survivability of placards identifying hazardous materials on trains.

• Increasing the supply of affordable housing: Would make critical investments to

increase the supply of affordable housing; including through the Community

Development Block Grant program, which Peters has long advocated for. Other programs

include the HOME Investment Partnership Program, the primary federal tool of state and

local governments that produces affordable rental and owner-occupied housing, and the

“Yes In My Back Yard” grant program, which helps remove barriers to affordable

housing production to keep up with market demand.

• Strengthening Investments in Rental Assistance Programs: Would provide critical

support for HUD rental assistance programs, which assist nearly 5 million vulnerable

households—more than half of whom are elderly or people with disabilities. The

programs supported include Section 8 vouchers, project-based rental assistance programs

to renew housing contracts, and public housing.
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• Reducing homelessness: Would provide funding for Homeless Assistance Grants and

investments for homeless youth and survivors of domestic violence. The bill would

provide funding for permanent supportive housing, assistance to communities to connect

homeless residents with health care services, and funding so providers can hire and retain

qualified personnel.

The Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration and Related Agencies 

bill includes measures led and supported by Peters, including: 

• Funding for the Emergency and Transitional Pet Shelter and Housing Assistance

(PAWS) grant program: Peters secured an amendment to provide $3 million for a grant

program that helps protect domestic violence survivors and their pets. Peters created this

program, known as the PAWS grant program, through bipartisan legislation he authored

into law in 2018 – called the Pet and Women Safety (PAWS) Act. The PAWS program

provides funding for facilities that harbor survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault,

stalking, and dating violence, along with their pets.

• Funding for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service: Would help combat

specialty crop pests and complement Peters’ push to pass his bipartisan SWAT

Act, legislation that aims to reduce the spread of—and advance research on the spotted

wing drosophila (SWD), an invasive insect that harms fruit growers and their crops in

Michigan and across the country.

• Funding for the Agricultural Research Service: Would help to establish a Center of

Excellence for PFAS solutions throughout Agricultural and Food Systems in conjunction

with a university partner.

• Funding for Alpena Community College: Would provide $1.75 million to support

construction for student housing on the main campus to increase the existing supply of

on-campus student housing and help alleviate an acute housing shortage that negatively

impacts the entire Alpena community.

• Language requiring the FDA to look at exempting tart cherries from detrimental

labeling regulations: This provision is important to Michigan cherry producers and

would build on the Senator’s effort with Senator Debbie Stabenow (MI) urging FDA to

exempt tart cherries from this rule.

• Funding for a new library in Ionia, Michigan: Would provide $2.1 million to

transform the former downtown Ionia Mercantile Bank into a New Ionia Community

Library.

• Funding for a library in the City of Saint Johns, Michigan: Would provide $598,000

to renovate the Briggs District Library to reflect current and future use patterns and be

able to better serve the public.
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• Funding for the Agricultural Research Service Crop Production Program: Would

support the use of unmanned aerial systems, which have the potential to enable major

agricultural advances including through emerging methods for data analysis and use of

artificial intelligence to address agricultural problems.

• Funding for the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service: Would help combat

specialty crop pests and complement Peters’ push to pass his bipartisan SWAT

Act, legislation that aims to reduce the spread of—and advance research on the spotted

wing drosophila (SWD), an invasive insect that harms fruit growers and their crops in

Michigan and across the country.

• Funding for the Agricultural Research Service: Would help to establish a Center of

Excellence for PFAS solutions throughout Agricultural and Food Systems in conjunction

with a university partner.

• Funding for Alpena Community College: Would provide $1.75 million to support

construction for student housing on the main campus to increase the existing supply of

on-campus student housing and help alleviate an acute housing shortage that negatively

impacts the entire Alpena community.

• Language requiring the FDA to look at exempting tart cherries from detrimental

labeling regulations: This provision is important to Michigan cherry producers and

would build on the Senator’s effort with Senator Debbie Stabenow (MI) urging FDA to

exempt tart cherries from this rule.

• Funding for a new library in Ionia, Michigan: Would provide $2.1 million to

transform the former downtown Ionia Mercantile Bank into a New Ionia Community

Library.

• Funding for a library in the City of Saint Johns, Michigan: Would provide $598,000

to renovate the Briggs District Library to reflect current and future use patterns and be

able to better serve the public.

• Funding for the Agricultural Research Service Crop Production Program: Would

support the use of unmanned aerial systems, which have the potential to enable major

agricultural advances including through emerging methods for data analysis and use of

artificial intelligence to address agricultural problems.
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